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Your Pledge is Wanted Now 


At least $40,000 in pledges by the first of January is the 
goal of the canvass now under way for funds to finance the 
canned food campaign in March. 

The time in which to raise the fund is short, and it is ab- 
solutely necessary that every canner make his decision promptly. 
Delay will be as fatal to the Committee’s plans as declining to 
contribute. 

The Committee, in a letter sent to every canner in the United 
States, has described the new lines along which the campaign is 
planned. 

Do those plans meet with your approval? 


If so, are you willing to pay your share of the expense of 
the campaign? 

If you approve, and if you are willing to back your ap- 
proval with money, please send your pledge immediately to the 
state association soliciting funds in your territory, or direct to 
the Canned Foods Week Committee in Washington. 


Arrangements for Reduced Fares to Convention 


Reduced rates to members and dependent members of their 
families of a fare and a half for the round trip to Chicago for 
the Annual Convention the week of January 28rd, 1928, have 
been granted by all of the passenger associations. 


801 


4 
CONTENTS 
Page Page 
806 
806 
406 
806 
BOT 
907 
807 
808 
808 


802 INFORMATION LETTER 


Such tickets will be on sale in a greater part of the terri- 
tory from January 19th to 25th inclusive, with a final return 
limit of February 2nd; in Oklahoma and Texas (except El] Paso) 
they will be on sale from January 18th to 24th inclusive, with 
a final return limit of February 3rd; in El Paso and in New 
Mexico, on sale from January 18th to 24th inclusive, with a 
final return limit of 25 days from date of sale; in Colorado, 
Montana and Wyoming, on sale from January 18th to 24th in- 
clusive, with a final return limit of 22 days from date of sale; in 
Utah, on sale from January 17th to 23rd inclusive with a final 
return limit of 25 days from date of sale; in Arizona and Idaho 
(Oregon Short Line), on sale from January 15th to 21st inclu- 
sive with a final return limit of 25 days from date of sale; in 
British Columbia, California, Idaho (except Oregon Short Line), 
Nevada, Oregon and Washington, on sale from January 15th to 
21st inclusive with a final return limit of 30 days from date of 
sale. 

Return tickets must be validated in Chicago before the be- 
ginning of the return journey, and passengers must travel the 
same route as coming except that from stations in Arizona, Cali- 


fornia, Nevada, Oregon, Washington and British Columbia the 
usual diverse routes west of Chicago, St. Louis, Memphis, Vicks- 
burg and New Orleans will apply. 

Announcement will be made later respecting distribution 
of the required identification certificates. 


“~~ 
Green and Wax Bean Pack in 1927 


The Department of Commerce announced on December 10 
that the total pack of green beans and wax beans in the United 
States in 1927 amounted, on the basis of standard cases of No. 
2 cans, to 4,037,303 cases and 639,464 cases, respectively. 


The actual number of cases of green beans packed was 3,- 
754,857, comprising 52,171 cases of No. 1 cans (48 to the case), 
2,861,273 cases of No. 2 cans (24 to the case), 145,985 cases of 
No. 24% cans (24 to the case), 36,225 cases of No. 3 cans (24 to 
the case), 637,736 cases of No. 10 cans (6 to the case), and 21,- 
467 cases of cans of other sizes and glass jars (11-oz., 12-0z., 
ae 16-0z., No. 95, No. 303, No. 5, and glass jars of 20-o0z. and 
under). 


The actual number of cases of wax beans packed was 610,- 
037, comprising 23,197 cases of No. 1 cans (48 to the case), 502,- 
126 cases of No. 2 cans (24 to the case), 78,377 cases of No. 10 
cans, (6 to the case), and 6,337 cases of cans of other sizes and 


7 


INFORMATION LETTER 808 


glass jars (12-0z., No. 308, No. 95, No. 244, No. 5, and glass jars 
of 20-0z. and under). 

The total number of reports received from establishments 
packing green or wax beans was 317, of which 103 showed both 
green and wax beans, 204 green beans only, and 10 wax beans 
only. These reports represented the packing done in 373 
canneries, of which 130 packed both green and wax beans, 233 
packed green beans but no wax beans, and 10 packed wax beans 
but no green beans. 

The following table shows the pack of green and wax beans, 
by states, so far as this can be given without disclosing the 
operations of individual establishments. The pack as given in 
this table is reduced to standard cases of 24 No. 2 cans, 


GREEN BEANS GREEN 


Wisconsin 

Pennsylvania 

Colorado Kentucky 13,697 
Michigan 180,062 All other states 158,818 


California 
Mississippi 
Mai 


120,711 
59,21 639,464 


With regard to the foregoing table, the Census Bureau 
points out that some of the “all other states” reported larger 
packs of beans than certain of the states for which it is possible 
to give separate statistics. These states, named in the order 
of their importance are, for green beans, South Carolina, Louisi- 
ana, Iowa, Texas and New Jersey; and for wax beans, Colorado. 


Will Examine Sweet Corn Seed for Canners 

Dr. G. N. Hoffer, pathologist in charge of cooperative corn 
root-rot investigations for the U. S. Department of Agriculture 
and the Indiana Experiment Station, is extending his studies 
of seed-borne diseases of corn and will be glad to make exami- 
nations of samples of sweet corn seed for canners, and will with- 
out charge furnish those who submit samples with a record of 
germination and with information on presence, if any, and iden- 
tity of disease-producing organisms which may be present on 
the seed. 


Cases Cases 
} 
142,887 
Delaware 82,772 Maryland ............. 40,274 
Indiana 
Gregen 
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Sweet corn canners who wish to take advantage of this 
valuable service are requested to send quart samples to Mr. G. 
M. Smith, Purdue Experiment Station, LaFayette, Ind. These 
should represent the averace quality of the various seed stocks 
they expect to use in next sy:ing’s planting. It is important that 
samples submitted be representative of the stock and not spe- 
cially selected so that they are either above or below average. 

It is desired that canners sending samples indicate the 
source of the seed, locality where grown if home grown, and the 
name of the seedsman if the seed is purchased. It should be 
understood that this free examination of canners’ seed stocks 
is a part of the agricultural research work in progress on corn 
variety improvement, and that the results of the examinations 
are for the information of the canners submitting the samples. 
They should not be used in such a way as to involve those mak- 
ing the studies in trade controversies. 


Bill Before Last Congress Reintroduced 

Among the bills introduced at the opening of the present 
session of Congress are the following: 

Prison Labor:—Representative Cooper of Ohio has reintro- 
duced the bill*that was before the last session of Congress to 
regulate the interstate shipments of prison-made goods. Under 
this bill food products or other manufactured products made in 
prisons or penitentiaries when shipped in interstate commerce 
would be divested of their character as a subject of interstate 
or foreign commerce and would be subject to the operation and 
effect of the laws of the state or territory into which they are 
shipped. 

Re-sale Price Maintenance.—Representative Kelly of Penn- 
sylvania has introduced the bill pending before the last Congress 
which would provide that in contracts relating to sale or resale 
of articles of commerce, the genuineness of which is indicated by 
a trademark or brand of the grower, producer or manufacturer 
who is in fair and open competition with others in the same line, 
it would be lawful for the owner or vendor of such articles to 
contract with vendees, whenever such transactions constitute 
interstate or foreign commerce, that the vendees are to sell the 
articles at the prices prescribed by the vendor, such agreements 
not to be construed as against public policy or as unlawful 
under the antitrust laws. 


Commercial Bribery.—Representative Graham of Pennsyl- 
vania has reintroduced the commercial bribery bill which was 
pending at the adjournment of the last Congress. The bill would 


4 


INFORMATION LETTER 805 


make it unlawful for any person, partnership, corporation or or- 
ganization to give or offer to any employee, representative or 
agent of another, to any members of his family, or to any one for 
his use or benefit, any commission, money, property, or other 
thing of value as an inducement, bribe or reward for doing or 
omitting to do any act, or for showing or forbearing to show any 
favor or disfavor in relation to the business affairs of his em- 
ployer or principal when such affairs constitute or directly affect 
interstate or foreign commerce. 


Slack-filled Packages.—Congressman Haugen of lowa has 
reintroduced his bill that would bring “slack filled package 
goods” within the scope of Section 8 of the Food and Drugs Act. 


Vegetable Crops in Bahamas, Cuba and Isle of Pines 


The Bahamas will have a larger tomato crop in 1927-28 than 
last year, according to the American Consul at Nassau. Ex- 
ports from the Bahamas for the 1926-27 season amounted to 9,- 
811,000 pounds and the shipping season runs from November 
to April. 

The 1927 vegetable acreage in the Isle of Pines will be 
somewhat smaller than last season, according to the Vice-Con- 
sul at Nueva Gerona. 

There was a marked increase in the 1927 export of vegeta- 
bles from Havana. Among the principal articles shipped during 
the first half of the year, when practically all the movement takes 
place, were: Fresh tomatoes, 12,027,916 pounds; lima beans, 1,- 
658,850 pounds; peppers, 13,964,277 pounds; egg plant, 10,- 
908,683 pounds. 


Acreage of Fall and Winter Spinach 


The acreage of winter spinach in Louisiana, South Carolina 
and Texas, as reported by the Bureau of Agricultural Economics 
on December 2, is 25,830 acres. The fall crop, previously re- 
ported by the Bureau, is 7,360 acres, which makes a total of 33,- 
190 acres in fall and winter spinach. 


Rate Revision in Southwest Postponed 


The effective date of the Interstate Commerce Commission’s 
order prescribing a comprehensive revision of the class freight 
rates in the Southwest has been postponed by the Commission 
from February 8 to April 3, 1928. This action was taken upon 
petition of the carriers, as noted in Information Letter No. 235, 
which stated that it was physically impossible to get the tariffs 
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covering the new rates published in time to give the forty-five 
days notice making it effective February 3. 


Complaint Filed on Canned Food Rates 


A complaint (Docket 20321) has been filed with the Inter- 
state Commerce Commission asking for the establishment of 
reasonable rates on canned foods between points in Western 
Trunk Line and Illinois Freight Association territories. 


Railroads Take Fruit Rate Case to Courts 


Railroads affected by the order of the Interstate Commerce 
Commission establishing lower rates on deciduous fruits from 
the Pacific Coast to the East have asked a Federal court injunc- 
tion to restrain the Commission from making its order effective. 
The Commission has been ordered to appear in the U. 8S. District 
Court in San Francisco December 15 to show cause why a tem- 
porary injunction should not issue pending adjudication of the 
suit. By the latest order of the Interstate Commerce Commis- 
sion the lower rates were to become effective January 10. 


Canned Milk Rates Found Reasonable 
The rates on canned condensed milk, in carloads, from 
Logan, Utah, to certain destinations in Idaho, Oregon and Wash- 
ington are not unreasonable or unduly prejudicial, according to 
a decision of the Interstate Commerce Commission, and the Com- 
mission has accordingly dismissed the complaint filed against 
these rates. (Docket 17734). 


Notes on Extension Work in Maryland 


The canning crops extension work of the University of 
Maryland was the subject of a recent conference at Baltimore. 
County agents presented reports on their work, from which the 
following notes are taken: 

In Caroline County, it was reported, a test was made at the 
county farm of the use of cloth-covered cold frame in tomato 
plant production. The bed was 6 feet wide and 50 feet long, 
and Marglobe seed was sowed March 29. The first set in the field 
of plants from this bed was May 23. These were fully a week 
earlier than plants from the open ground plant bed. One acre 
of Marglobe was set on May 30 from open ground grown plants. 
A record was kept of the yield of the plants from the cloth-cov- 
ered frame in comparison with plants in the open ground plant 
bed. The former yielded 8 tons more per acre. Late set plants 
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yielded 7 tons per acre as compared with 10 tons from the cloth- 
covered cold frame plants. The ground in which this crop was 
grown was all treated alike with manure plus 660 pounds of 
5-8-7 fertilizer broadcast. 

In Harford County a survey was made of the tomato-grow- 
ing experience of 39 representative growers. The average acre- 
age of tomatoes was 5.3, and the average yield of the 39 growers 
was 9.8 tons per acre. The average for the county as a whole 
was 8.5 tons per acre; the highest single yield was 17.7 tons 
per acre on 5 acres. Four of the growers included in the survey 
had gross returns of $200 or more per acre; 16 had gross re- 
turns of $150 or more; 31 had returns of $100 or more; and 7 
had returns under $100 per acre. 

The Carroll County agent stated that from the observations 
on anthracnose there is a very positive indication that Colorado 
and Idaho bean seed gave a much lower initial infection of an- 
thracnose than eastern grown seed. 


Car Loadings 


Revenue freight loadings for the week ended November 26 
totaled 840,803 cars. Owing to the observance of Thanksgiving 


Day, this was a decrease of 127,300 cars below the preceding 
week this year, reductions being reported in the loading of all 
commodities. The total for the week of November 26 was also 
a decrease of 97,041 cars under the same week last year and 82,- 
403 cars below the same week in 1925. 


Ceylon Restrictions on Imports of Milk 

Effective August 23, 1927, the importation into Ceylon is 
prohibited of milk which contains less than 12 per cent of milk 
solids, including less than 3.5 per cent of milk fat; milk, whether 
condensed or dried, which is not labeled with instructions as to 
dilution; milk, whether condensed or dried, which when diluted 
in accordance with the instructions on its label or container, 
produces a fluid which contains less than 12.4 per cent of milk 
solids, including less than 3.6 per cent of milk fat. Dried milk, 
however, may be imported for purposes of manufacture under 
license from the principal collector of customs. 


Report Available on Belgian Market 
The Foodstuffs Division of the Bureau of Foreign and Do- 
mestic Commerce has received a detailed report from the Ameri- 
can trade commissioner at Brussels on the canned and dried 
fruit market in Belgium, copies of which can be obtained from 
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the Bureau at Washington or from any of its district or coopera- 
tive offices. 


New Zealand Company to Can Oysters 


The Southland Sea Products Company, with an initial capi- 
tal of $100,000 has been formed at Invercargill, New Zealand, to 
can oysters and crayfish, according to a report from the Ameri- 
can trade commissioner at Wellington. The project is said to 
be backed by strong financial interests. 


Revised Food and Drugs Regulations in Chile 


A food and drugs act, based on the model food and drugs act 
approved by the Pan American Sanitary Conference of 1924 in 


Havana, has been incorporated in the revised sanitary code of 
Chile. 


No radically new provisions are embodied in this act, nor 
does it include any unusual or extraordinary requirements, and 
Chilean importers do not anticipate any difficulty in continuing 
to handle reputable lines of American drugs and foodstuffs, such 
as are freely sold in the United States. 


The Chilean Director General of Sanitation is required to 
call a hearing of persons interested before changing the stand- 
ards fixed for any food or drug, and no changes or modifications 


may become effective until six months after their promulgation 
by the Director General. 


The detailed regulations under this law are stil] to be issued. 
A copy of the general provisions of this Act can be obtained 


upon application to the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Com- 
merce at Washington. 


Bulletin Issued on Pacific Coast Plums 


The U. S. Department of Agriculture has issued as Bulletin 
No. 1477 a thirty-eight page illustrated pamphlet by C. F. 
Kinman of the Bureau of Plant Industry entitled, “Varietal 
Characteristics of Plums in the Pacific States in Relation to 
Pruning.” The bulletin discusses such subjects as the growing 
habits of plum trees, fruiting habits in relation to growth, habits 
of growth of fruit spurs, and pruning operations, and presents 
a detailed statement with respect to the habits of growth and 
production of varieties grown in the Pacific states. There is 


also a comparison of the behavior of plums under eastern and 
western conditions. 
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